
LOCA Protocol for Fecal Coliform 

Water Sampling, Testing, and the Reporting of Results

A. Sampling Frequency and Methods

1. Water samples are taken monthly from June through October or when needed (e.g., the BOG is notified of a smell or a sighting of a faulty septic system).

2. Each month eight (8) samples are taken randomly, unless otherwise requested, in order to sample the entire lake every 4 years.

3. Samples are taken as close as possible in front of lakefront homes at elbow depth.

4. Samples are taken to Mary Paul Laboratories (henceforth, the “lab”) in Sparta for analysis.

5. Sample results are mailed to the LOCA name and address on record at the lab (hereinafter called the “agent”).

6. Sample results are emailed by the agent to the LOCA BOG.

B. Specification Limits

1. NJDEP limit for safe bathing is 200 colony forming units (CFUs) per 100 milliliters.

2. The LOCA limit is 5 times the lake-wide average for the same sampling date.

3. When “repeated” sample results are consistently greater than the lake-wide averages, though not exceeding the LOCA specified limits for a single abnormal reading (5 times the lake-wide average for the same sampling date), the data will be considered outside of an acceptable range.  In such case, the agent will proceed to initiate action as outlined in Section C. 

C. Sample results outside the specifications

1. The agent notifies the BOG, calls the member whose reading was outside the LOCA specifications, calls the neighboring members on either side, and the agent re-samples within 7 days. Upon contact with the member, the agent should attempt to schedule a convenient time to meet the member for a visual inspection or test (pursuant to LOCA By-Law Section 4, item F, #3, paragraph 2), or gain permission to enter onto the member’s property if the member is unavailable.
2. If the re-sampling confirms the existence of results outside the specifications, the BOG sends a certified letter to the member requesting an analysis of their septic system by a NJDEPE certified septic contractor and a response from them within 72 hours.

3. Failure by the member to comply initiates a phone call by the agent to the Sussex County Division of Health for assistance.

4. When higher readings are obtained from “non-point sources”, (e.g. streams and other runoffs entering the lake) the agent will take steps to identify the source(s) and actions to remedy the problem.  These actions may involve the assistance and authority of the appropriate Township, County, and/or State Authorities or Departments.
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